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it 39,000 ft with h sad] nr of O80 deg. Air aN 6 oth run WLONIN & gue 
Spged at time was WhO kts. Ubject bearing to the collision course and tne fact 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
ASTROPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY 


OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 
ASTROPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY 
GO GARDEN STREET 

CAMBRIDGE 33, MASSACHUSETTS 


26 January 1960 


Major Robert J. Friend 

ATIC 

Wright Patterson Air Force Base 
Dayton, Onio 


Dear Major Friend: 


With reference to the anomalous radar sighting of which I took 
a transcript, I have checked with some of our radio astronomers and find 
that this might be a scattering phenomenon. In order to check this it is 
necessary to find out (as soon as possible, I hope) whether either of the 
‘adars had any range readings. Also, itis important to know whether 
there were any large surveillance or acquisition radars on the ground in 
the neighborhood. It is possible that there was a meteorological condition 
at the tropopause which was scattering the beam from a powerful ground 
radar. In this case, the radars on the plane would have observed a blip, 
but they would not have been able to get a series of range readings on it. 
Thus this information is rather crucial, 


I will await further information from you on this before I take 
~ the matter up with ARDC, 


sincerely yours, 


jo Che My ak 


tad 


yey Allen Hynek 
Associate Director 
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The attached UFO report is submitted to your office for evaluation. | 
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